
Middle East: Can new 'talks' 
deliver justice and peace?
Workers need to organise independently!
The  lives  of  millions  in  the  Middle  East  are 
blighted by conflicts and military occupations, 
dictatorial  regimes  and  endemic  corruption, 
poverty and joblessness. And the plight of the 
Palestinians remains  the biggest  fault  line in 

the region. Yet in September, President Obama 
convened  new  ‘peace  talks’  between  Israeli 
Prime  Mininster  Netanyahu  and  Palestinian 
leader  Abbas,  raising  the  prospect  of  peace 
and prosperity for the region. 

But all previous ‘peace proposals’ were 
based on maintaining Israel as a vital, 
pro-Western regional power and forcing 
the Palestinians to settle for much less 
than real self-determination. 

The  craven  Abbas  leadership,  under 
pressure from the US administration, is 
taking part in negotiations that even the 
PLO  does  not  formally  support.  The 
people  of  Gaza  and  Hamas  are  ex-
cluded from the talks.  But not  the US 
Arab  allies  Jordan,  and  Egypt,  which 
colludes with Israel  in the cruel  block-
ade of Gaza.

The ‘aim’ of the talks, a so-called ‘two-
state  settlement’,  would  see  the  1967 
partition  lines  maintained,  with  Israel 
holding  nearly  80%  of  the  land,  plus 
part  of  the  West  Bank.  Palestinians 
would  be  given  a  small  and  unviable 
territory,  with  no  right  of  return  for 
refugees.  Netenyahu  has  made  clear 

that Jerusalem will remain under Israeli 
rule  and will  not  be  a ‘shared  capital’ 
and  that  any  Palestinian  state  will  be 
policed by Israel. Even with these dra-
conian conditions, there is no sign that 
Netenyahu has any intention of serious 
negotiations; his freeze on Jewish illeg-
al  ‘settlement’  building  on  Palestinian 
land,  which  excluded  East  Jerusalem, 
ends on 27 September. 

The reality  is  that  on the basis  of  the 
current system – of capitalism, landlord-
ism and imperialism - no lasting  solu-
tion  can  be  found  to  the  Palestinian 
question  or  peace  brought  to  the  re-
gion. One and a half  million people in 
Gaza remain under brutal siege. The Is-
raeli army also continues to threaten to 
launch military attacks against  Hezbol-
lah in Lebanon to defend the interests 
of Israeli capitalism. Tensions in the re-
gion are growing as the US attempts to 

isolate Iran and to secure its grip on oil 
riches. A military attack against Iran, by 
the  US  or  its  allies,  would  lead  to  a 
huge backlash and more conflict. 

The  Hamas  regime  in  Gaza  partially 
channels  Palestinian’s  anger  at  their 
terrible  conditions,  but  its  right  wing 
political Islam agenda is no real altern-
ative for the oppressed masses. Hamas 
has had behind the scenes negotiations 
with US imperialism and, under its rule 
women are increasingly oppressed, as 
is opposition to Hamas.

It  is  only  through  united  mass  move-
ments of the working class and poor in 
Palestine - and in Israel, as well, where 
workers  have  taken  strike  action 
against  bosses  and  socialists  protest 
against the policies of the ruling elite – 
that a solution will  be found; opposing 
national oppression, the bosses’ parties 
and  imperialism,  bringing  about  real 
self-determination  for  Palestinians  and 
establishing a democratic socialist soci-
ety in the Middle East, as a whole. 

Iraq horror

Obama’s actions do not give the impov-
erished and oppressed masses  of  the 
Middle  East  even  the  slightest  hope 
that  things  will  change  for  the  better. 
Obama declares an end to the Iraq war 
but  keeps  50,000  US  troops  in  the 
country.  Iraqis  have  fewer  hours  of 
electricity  and the country  has less oil 
production  than  under  Saddam.  Two 
million  Iraqis  remain  refugees  abroad 
and  another  two  million  are  internally 
displaced. It is estimated that anywhere 
between hundreds of thousands to one 
million people lost their lives during the 
occupation. The country is under an un-
stable and corrupt regime, with growing 
reactionary  anti-female  ‘Islamist  rule’ 
and daily murders and kidnapping. The 
US ruling class wastes $751bn on war 
and bloody occupation while millions of 
Iraqis are mired in poverty. Seizing con-
trol of oil resources was a key factor be-
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hind the war and occupation;  Iraq’s oil 
has  been  privatized  and  oil  workers 
face repression. 

Across  the  Middle  East,  mass  discon-
tent  is  growing  as  living  costs  rocket. 
Youth  unemployment  is  between  30% 
and 60%. But workers are fighting back, 
with strikes as far apart  as Egypt  and 
Turkey.  Some  inspiring  victories  have 
been won. Teachers  in  Lebanon have 
conducted an ongoing struggle, gaining 
some  victories  from  the  government. 
This is a concrete example of workers 
unity  across  sectarian  divisions  and 
shows the need to generalize struggle 
across  the  whole  public  sector  that  is 
under attack everywhere.  The masses 
are searching for an alternative but the 
working class need parties putting for-
ward a socialist alternative.

Weak  and  corrupt  capitalist  classes 
throughout  the  Middle  East  can  only 
rule  through  rigged  ‘elections’,  a 
massive  repressive  apparatus,  and  by 
divide  and rule  policies,  including  reli-
gious,  ethnic  and  sectarianism  divi-
sions. 

The Committee for a Workers’ Interna-
tional  (CWI)  supports  all  struggles  for 
democratic rights, including the right to 
organize  independent  trade  unions,  to 
strike,  assemble  and  demonstrate,  for 
free mass media, as well as free elec-
tions with the right to organize workers’ 
parties  and equal  rights  for  minorities. 
The  working  class  would  use  these 
rights to fight  for decent wages, hous-
ing, education and health services. 

Egyptian working class 
shows way forward

Egyptian workers and youth face a bit-
ter future of growing unemployment and 
rising prices. Over 40% live in poverty 
and nearly 30% of the population is illit-
erate.  The gap between rich and poor 

has widened, with the rich living in lux-
urious  ‘gated  communities’  and  the 
poor  in  urban  squalor.  But  workers 
have  been  fighting  back.  Strikes  and 
workers’  protests  since  2006  have 
forced bosses and government to con-
cede better  wages  and  conditions,  in-
spiring  others  to  strike  too.  Strikes 
against privatisation and for re-national-
isation are a sign of change. New inde-
pendent  trade unions are a significant 
development; workers see the need for 
democratically elected and accountable 
leaders. 

Socialist programme needed

The Committee for a Workers’ Interna-
tional (CWI) calls for: 

- workers’ opposition to imperialism, the 
bosses’ parties and ruling elites

- a minimum wage that is enough to live 
on  and  wage  rises  linked  to  the  real 
cost of living. 

guaranteed jobs, with a maximum work-
ing week. 

- good housing, education,  health  ser-
vices  and  pensions  for  all  -  not  just 
those who can afford to pay.

The CWI calls for nationalisation of the 
big  corporations,  banks  and  large  es-
tates  under  the  democratic  control  of 
the working class. The economy needs 
to  be  democratically  planned  to  meet 
the needs of working people - not run 
for the benefit of a tiny clique.

The key task facing socialists is to build 
a party of workers, the poor and youth. 
A party  is  needed to develop and win 
support for a socialist programme, tak-
ing it  to all  workers in struggle,  linking 
up  activists  in  different  workplaces, 
trade  unions,  universities  and  cam-
paigns. 

The Committee for a 
Workers' International
The Committee for a Workers’ International 
(CWI) is a campaigning international  so-
cialist organisation, based in over 35 coun-
tries. The CWI participates in workers’ and 
youth struggles,  as well  as campaigning 
against  imperialism,  oppression  and  in-
justice.  CWI  members  have  organised 
many mass protests against  the wars in 
Iraq and Afghanistan, against  Israel’s at-
tacks on Lebanon in 2006 and on Gaza in 
2009. The CWI is based on the ideas of 
genuine socialism – the ideas of Marx, En-
gels,  Lenin  and  Trotsky  applied  to  the 
problems workers and youth face all over 
the world. We call for the creation of inde-
pendent  trade  unions  and  new  mass 
parties of the working class, as part of the 
fight for a new society based on the needs 
of working people and the poor instead of 
capitalist profit.  Find out more about the 
CWI:

cwi@worldsoc.co.uk 

+44 208 988 8877 or +44 796 122 9802
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